
How we can influence politicians

A presentation by Councillor Carolyne Culver to the 
West Berkshire Green Exchange and Hungerford 

Environmental Action Team joint forum

Wednesday 24 September 2025

Contact Carolyne with any comments/questions:

carolyne.culver1@westberks.gov.uk



How can residents influence politicians?

Parish and town councils
• Hungerford Town Council
• Kintbury Parish Council

District, county and unitary councils
• West Berkshire Council ‘unitary’ offers all services
• Oxfordshire and Hampshire are ‘two-tier’ with a district or 

city council and a county council
• The government want all areas to ‘unitarise’

Members of Parliament
• Lee Dillon MP - Newbury (Liberal Democrat)
• Olivia Bailey MP - Reading West and Mid Berkshire (Labour)
• Kit Malthouse - North West Hampshire (Conservative)
• Danny Kruger - East Wiltshire (Reform)



Parish and town councillors are elected or co-opted 

Unpaid volunteers

Not overtly party political

A precept is added to your council tax bill for services

Manage recreation grounds, allotments, orchards, (some) bins, 
(some) lamp posts

Parish and town councils





Attend meetings to ask questions, ask for an agenda item

Contact councillors or clerk directly - their individual 
responsibilities should be on their website

Volunteer to be a parish councillor!



Councillors are elected every four years - you will have 1, 2 or 3!
https://westberks.gov.uk/councillors 

Children’s Services, Adult Social Care, ‘Place’ - highways, planning, 
countryside, leisure, libraries and....

... environment: waste and recycling, green spaces, public rights of way, 
Local Planning Authority, Lead Local Flood Authority (responsible for 
ground water and surface water)

Target for the council (not the whole district) to be net zero by 2030 

Ridgeway Council - WBC, Vale of White Horse, South Oxfordshire

West Berkshire Council



Portfolio holder covering the environment

Environment Advisory Group was replaced by Policy 
Development Group

Parish Climate Forum

Strategies and delivery plans

Environment and climate change



Direct contact – email, call, surgery, town hall steps

Public questions at Council and Executive meetings

Public consultations

Public petitions

Motions (you need a councillor to sponsor this)

Protests

Media – print, broadcast, new media, social

How can residents influence WBC councillors?





Creating a petition
• Google search the URL – it isn’t obvious!
• Create a petition online
• Collect signatures on paper - template online
• petitions@westberks.gov.uk

Petitions need a clear purpose, the name and 
contact details of the petition organiser, and at 
least 50 signatories
 
Submitting a Petition
• Submit online, by email, or paper
• Present the petition yourself to Executive or via a 

councillor at Full Council
• Speak for five minutes
 

Public petitions



www.westberks.gov.uk/meeting-
question

Anyone living, working or studying in 
West Berkshire can ask a question at 
Executive, Council and Health and 
Wellbeing Board

Portfolio holder will respond 

Supplementary question

30 minutes for public questions at the 
start of each meeting

Members’ questions too

Public questions





Independent of the Executive (ie cabinet), challenges the council 
leadership and holds them to account, ‘critical friend’

Resources and Place – chaired by Cllr Carolyne Culver

Children and Young People – chaired by Cllr Dominic Boeck

Health and Adult Social Care – chaired by Cllr Martha Vickers

Scrutiny committees



Environment and climate change

Protest at West Berkshire Council in 2019 when a public petition was submitted, 
calling for the declaration of a climate emergency 



Protests about council policies



Call or email. Be prepared! Focus on key points, follow up in writing.

Try not to have preconceived ideas of what they might be like

Don’t be afraid of them – they are there to help and represent you, and you 
might know more about the topic than they do!

Ask them for information, lobby them about an issue, sign posting

Be mindful of their committee memberships or special interests

Invite them to meet or visit a relevant area/group

Offer to help them: provide briefing material or point to sources of information

Don’t forget the different tiers of government and their responsibilities 

How do I engage with my own councillors?



What are the party policies on the issues you care about?

What have councillors said in the media, in their newsletters, online?

Are your councillors in ‘safe’ or ‘marginal’ seats?

If you have more than one councillor, who are the most likely allies? If 
one is not interested it doesn’t mean the others won’t be.

What is the political balance of power on the council? 

Work with your councillors to secure better planning conditions

If your councillors are not experts, they might be happy for your help!

Think tactically



https://members.parliament.uk/FindYourMP
Includes contact details, voting record, spoken contributions
An alternative is https://www.theyworkforyou.com/

MPs have office staff who reply to their emails and letters
Letter writing and email campaigns - personalise your 
correspondence!
MPs usually have a surgery on a Friday or weekend

Look at their voting record. Have they signed Early Day Motions? 
Do they have a government role? Are they on a Select 
Committee?

Lobbies of Parliament

Influencing your MPs




